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Introduction

The International Community and Afghan people have worked
unceasingly over the past sixteen years to rebuild Afghanistan,
create viable governmental and civil society institutions, and bring
about domestic security through the establishment of a modern,
effective national security force. The cooperative achievements have
been remarkable in some areas; however, in fighting corruption,

controlling the drug trade, and providing security, failure is evident.

The long deteriorating security situation is of uppermost concern in
the minds of the Afghan people. The primary cause of continuing
instability and terrorist violence is the unwillingness of the Pakistan
government to eliminate terrorist safe havens, going so far as to deny
the presence of Taliban and other terrorists in Pakistan and its
territories. Other important contributory factors to Afghanistan's

insecure state are poor governance and the lack of the rule of law.
1. Security and Terrorism

A. Pursing the wrong Enemy,

B. Paradox of Pakistan’s Fight against Terrorism,
C. There is no “Friendly” Terrorist,

D. Defeat Terrorism-End sanctuaries,

E. A wrong path,

F. New Us strategy will end Pakistan blackmail,

G. Frailer is not an option.



2. Water Scarcity and Governance

A. Afghanistan Survival demands the Afghan Government Unity,
B. Decentralization strengthens stabilization,

C. To End Crises, Afghanistan must .... It is constitution,

D. Kabul's Dangerous water and effective governance,

E. Confronting Afghanistan Environmental Challenges,

Part I

Security and Terrorism

Terrorists perpetrate violent attacks against the Afghan people
across Afghanistan every week. Despite thousands of international
military personnel in country assisting and supporting Afghan
security forces, the living situation for all Afghans is worsening.
After so many years of bloody conflict, terrorists are still able to
operate, because they can retreat to safe havens for recovery and

reorganization.

Part 11

Envoironment and Governance



New US Strategy Will End Pakistan Blackmail

Until recently no reasoning, entreaties, or threats to Pakistan could
stop the Pakistan government's continuing blackmail of its donor
nations and neighbor Afghanistan by threatening national take-over

by extremists or its security forces once again.



Pakistan has long asserted that fighting terrorism has caused
Pakistan the loss of thousands of its security force members,
hundreds of civilians, and billions of dollars from the destruction
such fighting left. Pakistan has ceaselessly denied that it is a safe
haven for various terrorist groups. It asserts that such groups, which
directly harm Afghanistan, have been and are actually based in
Afghanistan. Therefore, the Pakistan government as a matter of
policy has refused to bear the financial burden of anti-terrorist

operations.

In spite of Pakistan's refusal to join the fight against trans-border or
external terrorism, it has received many billions of dollars in foreign

aid, at least $33 billion from the United States.

The Pakistan government stance is that Pakistan does the best of its
ability to maintain internal peace — for the sake of the region and
world - so it needs broad-based assistance. Otherwise, the global
and its domestic situation, especially, will become very dangerous.
Pakistan, a “poor” nation of over 200 million, possesses nuclear arms
and de-stabilizing it represents a grave threat to world peace and
order. Pakistan's “democratic” government further declares that its
collapse would be catastrophic, leading to radical extremist-led
nation-wide chaos. Always invoking the threat of democratic or
national collapse has until now been effective to keep foreign aid
coming in. This threat, this official posture of pending doom, has

been Pakistan's successful blackmail.



Unassailable intelligence has shown that most terrorist groups have
formed and grown strong in safe-haven Pakistan. Its leaders, civilian
and military, turn a blind eye to terrorism that does not threaten
those in power or take hostile actions against the Pakistan people. In
so doing, terrorist organizations, particularly the Taliban and
Haqgqani networks, train and recruit continually within Pakistan.
These networks harming Afghanistan and those menacing that
others countries could not survive without Pakistan's refusal to act,
independently or cooperatively, to uproot them. This “hands-off”

policy is in effect is vital support for terrorists.

The recently released new US “Afghanistan and South Asia”
strategy rejects Pakistan's groundless threat of national destruction
and blackmail. Pakistan's inaction toward terrorism has long been a
major obstacle to bringing an end to hostilities in Afghanistan. If
Pakistan seeks further aid from America, it must help destroy safe
havens where terrorists rest and refit with little interference, if not
impunity. Let us hope the US policy reversal is followed through on,
so0 as to gain direct, concrete counter-terrorism actions by and within
Pakistan. Our neighbor must stop the blackmail, drop the charade,

and begin to truly help stabilize the region.



There is No “Friendly” Terrorist

The Dalai Lama has said, “there is no Muslim or Christian terrorist,
because terrorists no longer religious once they embrace terrorism.”
Terrorism is the use of violence against innocent people as a means
of achieving political, religious, or ideological goals. Slaughtering
innocents is forbidden by religions. The Tibetan spiritual leader is
right in saying that terrorists are against religion, especially Islam.
Killing innocents in mosques, schools, on the street, or at a market
has no connection to Islam. These kinds of murderous acts,

regardless of who commits them are crimes against humanity.



Terrorism is always wrong, and any differentiating between good
and bad terrorism is fallacious. Terrorist actors are our common
enemy. They threaten world peace and stability, and specifically,
various terrorist groups are still trying to return Afghanistan to the

Dark Ages.

It is not important whether terrorist acts are committed by Isis, Al
Qaeda, Taliban, or another group. All their acts result in the killing
of noncombatants and/or destruction of property. The name of the
destroyer does not matter. Let me give several recent examples: July
24, 2017, the Taliban claimed responsibility for a car bombing in
Kabul, which left 31 people dead. All victims were civilians. October
20,2017, over 90 people died in a wave of attacks across Afghanistan.
Most were civilians; many were praying in a Sunni mosque, others
in a Shia mosque. November 2, 2017, six International Red Cross

members were killed in Jowzjan province by Islamic State gunmen.

The Haqqani terrorist network, affiliated with the Afghan Taliban,
coordinates its bloody work with Pakistani Taliban and Al Qaeda
groups. Bin Laden began his terrorist enterprise as a volunteer in the
latter group in Miranshah, Pakistan. The Hagqani group is infamous
for the slaughter and kidnapping of civilians; it offers nothing

positive to civilization. With foreign and Afghan fighters, insurgents



killed with bombs 150 civilians in Kabul's “Green Zone” on May 31,

2017.

The terrorist acts described show us that there is little difference
among terrorist groups in their destructive outcomes. Every ruthless
cell, group, or network will kill any innocent Afghan civilian in order
to promote their perverted interpretation of Islam and bankrupt
ideology. Haqqgani and Taliban have more Afghan adherents than
Isis-affiliated organizations and are more likely to kill Afghan
countrymen in mosques, schools, and hospitals. Isis killers, mostly
not Afghan, but foreigners, are more likely to target foreigners as

well as Afghans and their material assets in Afghanistan.

Yet under either approach, innocent Afghan citizens die. Any
terrorist —by any name - in Afghanistan should be stopped. Afghans,
who kill Afghans, in my view, bear a greater guilt than foreigner
terrorists in Afghanistan; however, all terrorists should be punished
equally. Like a physician who must amputate a limb to save a
patient's life, we Afghans must condemn and reject even family
members who engage in terrorism in any degree. In trying to
distinguish different categories of terrorists in order to give
preferential consideration to Afghans, we create confusion in the
minds of our security forces, putting in danger their lives and the
stability of our country, as we move toward greater democracy and

a better economy.



Failure Is Not An Option

The BBC reported on 30 January 2018 that the Taliban is “openly
active” in “70%” of Afghan territory and “half the population” live
in areas affected by the Taliban's presence. This is alarmist, British

tabloid journalism from the BBC.

The report, or study, further asserts that the Taliban must be
negotiated with to make peace. The study, four months in the
making, including four days with the Taliban, calculates that the
Afghan government controls only 122 national districts. These
districts represent roughly 30% of the national territory, and in the
122 districts the report states, no one is safe from Taliban attacks.
Daesh and other terrorists groups, the study estimates, are active

also, in 30% of districts in eastern and northern Afghanistan.

We Afghans know the reality: Afghanistan is not yet safe in many

parts of the country. We see that Taliban elements carry out



bombings that intentionally — not accidentally - kill or maim
hundreds of innocent people. Taliban members destroy hard-gained
infrastructure a modern Afghanistan needs. They enslave women
and deny human rights to any opposition wherever they can. All
these acts and more to drag Afghanistan backward. However, the
unhelpful BBC reportage does not note that Taliban terrorists are
hated by a large majority of Afghans, and only a small fraction of the

population support Taliban extremists.

14 November 2017 the Asia Foundation released a very relevant
study concerning Afghanistan. The foundation has done extensive
research in Afghanistan since the early 2000's. The study's findings
are “based on face-to-face interviews with a national sample of more
than 10,000 Afghan citizens representing all major and most minor
ethnic groups in all 34 provinces.” The study found that 93% of all
survey respondents feared encountering the Taliban because of its

brutality and extremism.

The BBC study's authors contradict the latest NATO data that
indicate that nearly 56% of Afghanistan is under its democratically
elected government. This 56% is almost double the BBC authors'
declared 30%. On one hand, NATO critics will argue that NATO is
desperate to show success in Afghanistan, yet on the other hand,

NATO's long presence and continual confrontations with anti-



Afghanistan forces, arguably, makes its number estimates more

credible.

The opportunity for peace in Afghanistan is greater today than
previously. The United States' unambiguous strategy today is
rooting out safe havens, recruitment sites, and training camps, not
only anywhere in Afghanistan, but also in any border area or in
Pakistan. The steadfast support of our national government will help
realize greater success. Afghanistan's enemies wish to ignore or

simply have no understanding of good-faith dialogue or negotiation.

Taliban spokespersons offer no hope, no peaceful, democratic
change from their earlier horrid tyranny and national de-
construction. Yet some of Afghanistan's developed-nation allies
seem to believe Taliban can be appeased with peace talks. For almost
15 years, we have tried to negotiate; the only results have been a
weakened national government and a discouraged Afghan security
force, while the Taliban has strengthened its hold in more areas and
increased its numbers. Sadly but truly, only force of arms at this time

will thwart Taliban fanatical aims.

Afghans, building democracy and a better and modern life without
violence hope the BBC study does not demoralize our brave security
forces and hinder fulfillment of the united vision of Afghanistan and
the US. Afghans do not want a bloody failed state, a renewed

tyranny of the dark ages. We must carry on. Failure is not an option.



Defeat Terrorism — End Sanctuaries

Winning the Afghan people's war against terrorism without wiping

out sanctuaries outside Afghanistan is impossible.

Afghanistan today is challenged by an upsurge in terrorist attacks.
These recent criminal acts have heightened tension within our
National Unity government, and our leadership's continued resolve
is essential. We must be united now to face continuing evil external
and internal threats. For 16 years Afghani and Coalition forces have

fought for us Afghans, yet a sense of security in Kabul is eroding as



mounting numbers of innocent people are killed and maimed.
However, this spike of violence must unite us and harden our
resolve to root out the Taliban and other terrorist gangs who would

destroy the legitimate Afghan state.

The Taliban and their ilk are able to survive because they have safe
havens. Across our eastern border in Pakistan, terrorists treat their
wounded, train new Kkillers, and replenish supplies. They are free to
do this because the Pakistan politico-military leadership -- proven by
their actions -- sees “good” and “bad” terrorists. Bad terrorists are
the TTP (Tahrik e Taliban Pakistan) who fight to destroy a modern
Pakistan, but not terrorist groups who do not fight against Pakistan.
The latter are not criminals there and are not challenged by the

Pakistani army.

For global public consumption, Pakistan appears to be a staunch ally
in the international war on terrorism. Yet its military offensives only
target the TTP. After battles against the Pakistani army, TTP fighters
not killed or captured flee to Afghanistan and join the ISIS
murderers. Thus, Pakistan in its picking and choosing terrorist
enemies, rather than aiding us in rooting out all terrorist nests,

perversely feeds terrorism in Afghanistan in another way.



All terrorist sanctuaries in Pakistan and Afghanistan must be rooted
outif we are ever going to achieve regional peace and stability. Major
leaders of the Afghan Taliban: Jalaluddin Haqqani, Sirajuddin
Haqgqani, and Hibatullah Akhundzada enjoy safe haven in Pakistan.
These terrorists fight a proxy war for Pakistan's leaders. Because the
Pakistan nation-state was, and still is, only marginally more stable
than Afghanistan, Pakistan for its national survival has long
supported the Afghan Taliban regime. Clear-eyed analysts of our
region know Pakistan's support of the Taliban is the principal cause
of continuing insecurity and violence in Afghanistan, not Afghan

government or military ineptitude.

In 2016, Afghanistan suffered the highest number of deaths and
casualties in its history, according to UN reports. With continued
bombings, 2017 could ultimately be worse. Therefore, I urge that our
NATO allies convince Pakistan to end its double game and join with
us and Coalition forces to develop today a coordinated, if not
combined, battle plan to destroy terrorist sanctuaries in Pakistan and
Afghanistan along our common border. With unified multilateral
military action, we can bring greater respective national security and
further regional stability. Such action is vital for the survival of both

Afghanistan and Pakistan.



A Wrong Path

Making the elimination of ISIS and Al Qaeda the highest objective of
the US-led coalition and seeking to compromise with the Taliban and

Haqgqani terrorists is the wrong path to peace to Afghanistan.

The main cause of instability in Afghanistan is the Taliban and
Haqgqgani insurgency. Other terrorist organizations compared to
these two groups present a much lesser threat. America and her
allies has have fought bravely throughout my difficult Afghanistan
for 16 years to bring security and further the construction of a
modern nation state for the overwhelmingly majority of the Afghan
people. Negotiating with the Taliban and the Haqqgani to begin an
exit will jeopardize all the investments made by our allies. To walk
away now from an unstable, vulnerable Afghanistan with the task
uncompleted -- when authentic success is obtainable -- is taking a

wrong path.



Most terrorists come from the Taliban and Haqqgani organizations.
They are ruthless, radical ideologues for whom no negotiating or
compromising exits, with governments as with their religious
positions. These extremist groups are largely based in Pakistan with
the acceptance of the Pakistani military. The only thing the Taliban
and Haqqani leadership will acceptis the total exit of coalition forces,
forces who fight bravely to help the Afghan people create a

government chosen by them and not imposed upon them.

For almost a decade the successive Afghan governments, acting in
good faith, have wanted to make peace with the Islamist extremist
forces without success. The Afghan governments have called the
Taliban the “armed opposition” or an “unsatisfied brother” to avoid
using the word “enemy.” As a concrete gesture to bring about peace
through honest negotiations, the Afghan governments have released
known terrorists in order to show a willingness to end hostilities and
begin a peace process. But the anti-democratic extremist forces have
rejected even a one-day cease-fire. Widespread violence and the

daily killing of innocents continue.

Afghan government peace proposals or offers of cooperation are
scorned by the Taliban and Haqqani. To them all efforts at
negotiation are believed to be signs of the government's weakness,
so they continue their blood-letting. At present any government
attempt to reach out heightens enemy morale and will demoralize
Afghan armed forces if they lack the power and resolve of the US-

led coalition.



The Paradox of Pakistan’s Fight against Terrorism

Since the US launched a military engagemet in Afghanistan 14 yea‘rs ago,
Pakistan has recovered the former position of being one of closest ally of
the US in the region. Still, this friendship remains largely overstated and
billions of dollars poured in support to Pakistan did not produced tangible
results. The role of Islamabad remains questionable and the situation is
worsening in Afghanistan. Moreover, concrete evidences have confirmed
that the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), the Pakistani military intelligence
agency, has been supporting Taliban attacks in Afghanistan. Therefore, the
situation in Afghanistan cannot be fixed, without Pakistan becoming a

sincere partner in this fight against terrorism.

Without any doubt, Pakistan has engaged a fierce fight against terrorism.
This country claims a regional vision but sticks exclusively to national

interests. The war waged against the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)



highlights the paradox of Islamabad. On one side Pakistan sustains a

substantial military effort to eradicate any threat considered dangerous to
its security. But on the other side, it is widely acknowledged that ISI is
supporting, training, and even harboring Afghan Taliban and insurgent
groups such as the Haqquani network. For years, the Pakistani tribal
regions along the Afghan border have been a safe harbor for insurgents
and terrorists who are operating in Afghanistan. Pakistani authorities keep
pretending that they are acting alongside the US to fight terrorism while
they are actually supporting our most dangerous enemies. The presence of
Osama Bin Laden and Mullah Omar in Pakistan was the blatant evidence
that this country has been intentionally deceitful. Experts are pointing at
the double standard of Pakistani authorities. The security situation has

significantly improved in Pakistan after a “deal” to sanctuarize the



Pakistani territory. But the result has been a transfer of terrorism across the
border and a terrible deterioration in Afghanistan. To make it short,

terrorism has simply been displaced from Pakistan to Afghanistan.

Imported destabilization

Held responsible for a great number of terrorist attacks, the Haquani
network is the most brutal terrorist group in Afghanistan. Recently
in July 2015, they were responsible for the devastation of the Shah-
Shahed district of Kabul, killing and injuring hundred people mostly
civilians. This group is building capacities in sanctuaries located in
North Waziristan, a remote border region of the Pakistan's Federally
Administered Tribal Areas. Money, arms, infrastructures and
logistics are being provided by the host country. Pakistani
authorities are claiming that Haquani terrorists have been eradicated
by military operations but recent reports have confirmed that
Islamabad is turning a blind eye to their presence. Last month,
Kunduz, the largest city in North-Eastern Afghanistan was captured
mostly by Pakistani Taliban-affiliated insurgent groups previously
located in Pakistan and forced out by the Pakistani army. As widely

publicized in the news, they killed, raped and pillaged the city.



Since the beginning of the coalition’s engagement in Afghanistan,
terrorists have killed 3,506 soldiers from 21 countries including 2,372
American soldiers. Terrorism is still ravaging the lives of Afghans

who remain the first victim of this war. Since 2001, 26,000 Afghan

civilians have died directly from terrorism and some 360,000
indirectly. According to a UN report, homemade bombs and suicide
attacks launched by Taliban and their allies are responsible for 72%
of all Afghan civilian casualties. 2014 was the worst year ever
recorded. In the first half of 2015, 1,500 people were killed, increasing
the year-on-year number of victims by 23% for women and by 13%
for children. This is the highest number of civilian casualties in a 6-
month period since 2001. In addition, almost one million Afghan are

suffering the conditions of internally displaced persons (IDP). A



figure that is expanding rapidly with 103,000 additional IDPs during

the first six months of 2015.

Moreover, the efforts sustained for the reconstruction of the country
are being jeopardized by this imported destabilization. The financial
support provided by the international community now largely
exceeds the $103 billion of the Marshall Plan that organized the
reconstruction of Europe after WWIIL. This huge mobilization has
raised Afghanistan out of the crippling deprivation observed 15
years ago. Infrastructures have been rebuilt, schools are opening
everywhere, new roads are connecting remote regions, and the
economy is back on tracks. However, drug trafficking still generates

substantial revenues in support to terrorism and the number of

cultivated hectares has doubled since 2009.




Hidden Agenda

Therefore, no solution will be acceptable as long as Islamabad
sustains this two-faced policy. The strategy of Pakistan regarding
Taliban ranges from benign neglect to unabashed patronage. The
late US representative to Afghanistan and Pakistan, Richard
Holbrooke, once said “we may be fighting the wrong enemy in the
wrong country.” The US former chairman of the Joint Chief of Staff,
Admiral Mike Mullen, echoed this opinion when he referred to the
Haquani network as “ the Afghan Taliban’s most destructive element
and a veritable arm of Pakistan ISI. For example, I5] has close links
to the Haquani network by equipping them and contributing heavily
to their funding. This terrorist group is still favored by the Pakistan’s

military.” Pakistani vocally reject such accusations but the facts have




been clearly established and confirmed. Similar previous denials
regarding the presence of Bin Laden and Mullah Omar have
seriously damaged the credibility of Pakistan. Today, Akhtar
Mohammed Mansour and other Taliban leaders are commanding
terrorist operations from the Pakistani town of Quetta. Terrorists not
only enjoy safe havens in Pakistan, but they are actually being

supported by Pakistan’s military elite.

On this point, many experts are raising questions regarding the
purposes of this hidden agenda of Islamabad. Is Pakistan escalating
a proxy-war of influence with India? To which extent keeping
Afghanistan in a weak condition is serving the interest of Pakistan?
What is Pakistan expecting from an unlikely return of Taliban in
Kabul? Does the military contribution of Islamabad justify the
position of strategic partner in the region? Supporting some terrorist
groups while combating some others is a dangerous game. This
tactic may bring short-term benefits for Pakistan. Butin the long-run,
this cynical calculation cannot produce positive outcomes. In this
highly volatile environment, uncontrolled Taliban may backfire
anytime and Pakistan will have to foot the bill. The international
community is well aware of the nuisance capacity of Pakistan. Many
experts are sending alarm signals urging the US to reconsider a
flawed partnership. For long, realpolitik has crossed the line of
common sense. It is now imperative to confront the reality and
persuade the Pakistani military to stop these paradoxical policies for

the sake of the region and for the global peace.



PartII,
Environment and Governance

Introduction

The author examines herein the ever-looming water crisis in Kabul
and grave environmental problems Afghanistan faces, e.g., the
widespread un-met demand for potable water, air, water, soil
pollution, climate change.

In addition, in Part II, major legal challenges of governance are
examined. For instance, extensive expert analysis firmly indicates a
pressing need to transition from a rigidly centralized national
government to a more decentralized system. While at the same time,
there must be coherence and internal cooperation within the
National Unity government, so that it acts as a truly unified team

without contradictory efforts.



Kabul's Dangerous Water Problems

A fundamental responsibility of a legitimately democratic

government is to provide for the well-being of as many of its citizens
as possible. There can be no well-being and sustainable economic
development for Afghanis, if there is no or insufficient potable
water. Any hope in modernizing Afghanistan must include far
greater progress in expanding the national water-delivery
infrastructure. Such urgently needed work must be accelerated even
while the national government secures military control of the
national territory. Foreign assistance has been invaluable in making
inroads into water problems, but more robust and extensive public
works projects are called for. The observations offered herein focus
on Kabul, the national capital, but they apply with lesser or greater

force to every Afghan urban area.



Water scarcity has been a fact of Afghan life throughout history.
Today, access to clean water by Kabul's five million inhabitants is
increasing difficult. The capital is four times greater than it was at
the fall of Taliban mis-rule 17 years ago. Commentators have stated
that Kabul is the fifth-fastest growing city in the world.
Astoundingly, it is a fast-growing city with inadequate plans and
resources to meet the water and sewage needs of its residents. The
reliance on wells in the Kabul metropolitan sprawl has been extreme,
as the dramatic drop in the water table indicates. Historically, Kabul
has largely relied on water from the winter snows and the glaciers in

its surrounding mountains to replenish the watershed. “May Kabul

be without gold, but not without snow,” an Afghan proverb pleads.




Coupled with scarcity of supply is the contamination of so much of
the subsurface supplies. Afghanistan's National Environmental
Agency has indicated that perhaps 70 percent of underground water
for Kabul is polluted, making it unsafe and unusable. The pollution,
largely from human waste with chemical and industrial discharge,
foretells the likelihood of serious and/or fatal diseases to Kabul
residents. The young and old and those already ill or injured are the

most vulnerable. A modern Afghanistan must have healthy citizens.

The desperately needed creation of a coordinated multi-year plan to
attack Kabul's urgent water and wastewater needs comprises a
viable water treatment/purification system, a scalable urban
wastewater infrastructure, and piped drinking water transport from
the Kabul River tributaries, a vigorous, sustained public education
and public works campaign, and the destruction of illegal or
dangerous connections to the existing water supply. All parts of the
plan need robust annual investments, notwithstanding the primacy
of ongoing military and security operations. To understand the
urgency of the water problem and its impacts, please note that the
World Health Organization has estimated the number of deaths to
children from polluted water of Afghanistan is 15 times the total

number of all the war casualties of the entire Afghan population.



The Afghan people have benefited greatly from donor nation and
multilateral institutions' steadfast assistance. With their continuing
essential support, the national and capital authorities now must
demonstrate their redoubled commitment to finding solutions to
Kabul's dangerous water pollution and continued over-reliance on
finite subsurface water sources. As aquifers collapse from
consumption outstripping aquifer recharge, new more expensive
wells must be dug and the threat of deadly sinkholes becomes
probable; although these consequences are far less grave than the
host of water-borne diseases Kabul's residents must endure. The
environmental catastrophe Kabul could be facing will present

another severe challenge to all the national stability efforts.



Afghanistan's Survival Demands The Afghan Government Unity

To overcome the continuing Taliban and extremist threats, The
Afghan government must first overcome internal rivalries and
demonstrate unity. The unrelenting power-sharing disputes among
different ethnic and political factions in the government undermine
Afghanistan's vulnerable stability. Our fragile national security and
17 years of achievements are jeopardized by the current internal

governmental conflict.

To avoid the collapse of the national-unity government, all parties
must put aside their rivalries and coalesce around their sworn
primary duty to defeat terrorists and their accomplices. All who

want peace and democracy for the Afghan people must unite around



the prime goal of overcoming anti-democratic forces. There can be
no winner in the present internal government power struggle. Any
internecine rivality shows the people a weak government. The
ultimate winners of governmental in-fighting are the enemies of the

nation — the terrorists and their backers.

When the Afghan democratic government is fragmented and
battling itself, it is perceived as weak and ineffectual in the eyes of
the people and the international community. Democracies and
republics must have robust debates of ideas; however, rivalries, at
this time, are de-stabilizing while we still confront an enemy sworn
to destroy all the gains Afghanistan has made. These rivalries are
counter-productive, detracting from efficient government
functioning, thwarting domestic economic investment (who wants
to invest where there is no security?) and fostering separatist

sentiments that endanger territorial integrity.

The Afghan government must focus unswervingly on bringing peace and
stability, so in turn economic and social development and greater
democratic institution-building can follow. Political power struggles may
bring “success” in the near-term, but such hollow victories spell doom for
democratic nation-building and foreign assistance in the long-term. Critics
assail the perceived shortcomings of the 2014 political agreement, yet we

have a legitimate government, which must act in unison.



The Afghan people and history will never forgive those whose pursuit of
selfish political advantage would lead to the loss of independence,
freedom, and national cohesion. Moreover, how could we ignore the
incredible human sacrifice we have undergone for decades in trying create
a better life for all Afghan people? Adherence to the 2014 agreement and
unity of purpose in defeating violent extremists can allow Afghanistan to
hold parliamentary and presidential elections in 2018 and 2019,
respectively. Our national salvation demands that all people of good will

work together.

Decentralization Strengthens Stabilization

Throughout most of its history, highly centralized regimes governed
Afghanistan. Allegiance to a king, aided by a hierarchy of his chosen
subordinates, sometimes provided political stability with national
identity greater than ethnic affiliation, yet this partly feudal system

was a continuing obstacle to economic development, which was rare,



piecemeal, and centered in the capital. However, today a robust
majority of Afghaniin all provinces realize that decentralization, that
is province-level power sharing, must occur to stabilize Afghanistan.
Only in this way can nation building and a truly national economy
develop sustainably. Thorough analyses of successful, modern
nation states support this view, indicating also that only with long-
term decentralized power-sharing can economic development can

democratic institutions take root and evolve.

The Afghan people have had to endure four decades of conflict.
There has been a relentless struggle to create a national government
that can surmount regional, ethnic, tribal, political, and/or religious
differences in order to forge a modern nation-state. Even after the
last 16 years of international intervention, the United Nations reports
that the security situation in all Afghanistan lacks stability. The
Afghan people recognize that we must have a national army led
from the head of our presidential system to combat terrorist elements
in Afghanistan and surrounding countries who will not accept
democratic rule and peaceful political conflict resolution. At the
same time, however, our presidential system must devolve
autonomy to the provinces and districts, so these entities can elect

their governors as they now do with their ruling councils.



Currently, however, Afghanistan’s provincial ruling councils have
only a consultative role, and a consultative role for locally elected
provincial council officials outside Kabul is wholly insufficient for
successful nation building. Only by fostering the development of
local governments in their various administrative and different
functional capacities can there be a solid, broadly based foundation
for national governance. In addition, the more the countryside is
trusted by the central government to participate meaningfully in
nation building, the less influence terrorists have to exploit

discontent and resistance to centrally directed governance.



Decentralization is a challenging process, for Afghanistan, which
“has one of the world's most highly centralized governments.” (US
Institute of Peace, Special Report, July 2017) Our greatly centralized
political system — again, distinct from our centralized armed forces —
has further deepened our continuing national crisis. Resistance to
centrally concentrated political power engenders tension and can
lead to chaos as local, whether provincial or distrital, priorities often
are at odds with those emanating from Kabul. More substantive
administrative and governmental functions power sharing, as

witnessed in developing countries with expanding economies,



means more efficient delivery of services to citizens where they live.
Moreover, with locally elected leadership, there is greater
accountability and transparency of public spending to the people

served.

What is purposed here is echoed by many Afghans in prominent
political and economic prominence. Likewise, much greater
decentralization is suggested by disinterested think tanks and has
been urged by the EU ambassador and the UN representative in
Afghanistan. Repeating for emphasis, the military fight must be
directed centrally, but to build a strong sense of ownership in the
Afghan state, more day-to-day control of their lives must be given to
all our citizens who want an end to hostilities. With increasingly
devolved participation in the meaningful decisions of their daily
lives, elected provincial can improve the delivery of essential
services (communications, schools, roads, bridges, hospitals, etc.).
Corruption can be reduced with greater local monitoring and
accountability, longer-term economic development projects can be
undertaken, and of fundamental importance, the destructive
influence of terrorists can be thwarted. In so doing, the country will

become more stable.



To End Crises; Afghanistan Must Amend Its Constitution

Constitution

of
Afghanistan

Afghanistan, a resilient mosaic of ethnicities, religions, and
languages whose people long for further democratic development,
isin crisis. With continued help, Afghanistan can and will overcome
the terrorist elements who persist in trying to undermine the
government. However, terrorist violence against civilians and
government forces, the corrosive effects of illegal drug cultivation,
and internal government power struggles keep Afghanistan in a
nation-wide state of emergency. Of the important factors besetting
Afghanistan, the author would urge that progress against the
internal governance struggles can come more rapidly than the
extermination of terrorism or entrenched opium production.

Consequently, with the lessening if not resolution of political



struggles, the sense of national identity and purpose will be stronger.

But for this to occur, the 2004 Constitution must be amended.

The 2004 Constitution centers power in the presidency and the
national capital, Kabul. Afghanistan civil society and political
institutions have evolved since the Taliban terror rule was ended in
2001. The 2004 Constitution was created after decades of conflicts
and chaos. In 2001, government institutions, civil society
organizations, and independent media were virtually non-existent.
In the nearly 17 years since then, Afghanistan has made tremendous
progress in institution-building that must be the foundation of a
democracy. These important achievements resulted from Afghans
having freedom to act and be heard and the enduring help of

international partners.

The 2004 Constitution established the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan comprising executive, legislative, and judicial branches.
It protects human rights, guarantees women's rights, freedom of the
press, and freedom of speech, inter alia. The Constitution of 2004
calls for the realization of democracy, equality among peoples and
tribes, and balanced development of all areas of the nation.
Commentators have opined that it is one of the best constitutions of
theregion. Yet, two features in the document, this writer respectfully

argues, no longer fit the facts on the ground and are an obstacle to



further authentic democratic progress: 1) an overwhelmingly
centralized government and 2) a rigid presidential system. We must
amend these two features, as they hamper our democratic evolution

and continuing national cohesion, and creating conflicts and crises.

The political environment of Afghanistan is urgently ready for
greater decentralization, meaning, the tiered transfer of power of
more day-to-day political control to the provinces, districts, and
localities. Decentralizing political and financial power is the
recognition of Afghanistan's ethnic make-up and the oftentimes
provincial resistance to administration and direction by Kabul
presidential and ministerial bureaucracies. Local control could also
lessen the strong possibility of un-balanced national development
that is perceived as favoring a certain region over another.
Commonly observed corruption on the national level could be lessen
if more revenue collected locally were used locally rather than being

transferred to Kabul.

A lesson from established successful Western democracies is that
local control translates into more efficient responsiveness to local
needs and basic services. Moreover, local control promotes
participatory governance, and in so doing, there is implicitly a

greater identification with the national government.



The second structural weakness of the 2004 constitution that should
and can be corrected in our democracy is the rigid presidential model
that has outgrown its usefulness. To amend this, we should look
closely at adopting the parliamentary or perhaps the “semi-
presidential” model (ex., France). Currently the constitution
reserves most authority in the president. One presidential power is
the appointment of all high-level offices including local authorities.
This power has shown to be problematic in a multi-ethnic society.
For in exercising the prerogative, it might mean that an individual
with no history with, loyalty to, or ethnic identification with the
citizens of the province or a locality may be installed. The people of

each province must have the right to see their image leading them.

The parliamentary or semi-presidential model of governance allows
for more immediate responsiveness to address national problems. In
both models, this is so since a prime minister nominated by the
president and supported by the majority of parliament members.
While in the legislature, he/she must always have the support of the
majority of the elected representatives who can question him/her
regularly or he/she would suffer a vote of no confidence. After
receiving a vote of no confidence, a parliamentary election will be
held and the newly seated parliament will vote to accept and support

anew presidentially nominated prime minister. At present when the



President and/or the National Assembly are in conflict over one or
several issues, Afghanistan is thrown into a political crisis, and all
too often the government works only fitfully until a general election.
Under the 2004 Constitution, as is, there is no way to get out of such

crises.

Afghanistan must seek to improve its quest for a democratic
government with the majority backing of its society. The 2017

Democracy Index Report of the Economist Intelligence Unit

(https://[www.eiu.com/topic/democracy-index)  surveyed 167

countries (1, the most democratic). Afghanistan was rated at 149. It
was classified as an authoritarian regime — as did a similar 2017
Freedom House report (https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-
world/2017/afghanistan). The Democracy Index ranked countries on
four categories from one (low) to ten high). According to the report,
Afghanistan's overall score was 2.45 of 10. In the “Functioning of
Government” category, Afghanistan was marked 1.14 of 10. Clearly,
a barely functioning government puts Afghanistan's democratic
progress in danger. With constitution amendments as outlined, we

can propel our democratic development.


https://www.eiu.com/topic/democracy-index
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2017/afghanistan
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2017/afghanistan

Confronting Afghanistan's Environmental Challenges
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This essay presents in brief the major environmental challenges that

threaten the lives and quality of life of the Afghan people, whether
rich or poor, powerful or humble. Several international
organizations have meticulously studied and reported on the
breadth and seriousness of environmental degradation Afghans face
every day, particularly in urban areas. This summary draws on those

studies and research with hopes to capture decision-makers'



attention as well as to serve as an aide memoire for focused national
action. Decision makers are seen as government officials, business
leaders, civil society activists, and motivated individual citizens.
Some environmental problems can and some cannot very well be
addressed, while the government and the vast majority of the
Afghan people still struggle daily to bring peace and stability to their
homeland.

Water scarcity, air and water pollution, deforestation, soil
degradation, overgrazing, and desertification present daunting
challenges, yet all can be ameliorated, as domestic and international
development projects have shown. The current persistent drought
and over population — and as always the terrorist violence -
compound these challenges. However, the latter two are being

addressed.

The three predominant factors leading to the current environmental
situation in Afghanistan are its four decades of war and armed
conflict, the country-wide drought, and natural resources neglect
and mismanagement. Nearly forty years of conflict with all types of
weaponry and equipment with their detritus, the destruction of
personal and public infrastructure, destroyed cultivated land,

deforestation, groundwater pollution, and fires have taken a very



heavy toll. But, actions must be taken now where possible to aid

Afghanistan’s post-war recovery.

Besides war damage, the national territory and Afghan citizens
suffer from a scarcity of water. Lack of adequate water resources has
been an inescapable part of Middle Eastern and Central Asian
history. However, Afghanistan with the other countries in the
Middle East and Central Asia are becoming increasingly vulnerable
because of a persistent, prolonged drought. According to the World
Resources Institute, Afghanistan will be among the world's 33 most
water-stressed countries, and its neighbors Iran, Pakistan,
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan are predicted to fare even worse in
the list of 33 than Afghanistan. Global warming and the demands of
growing populations will intensify scarcity. While droughts have
always occurred in the named regions, climate change and global
warming foretell more intense and prolonged droughts.
Afghanistan's drought is threatening the viability of the cattle
industry. A greatly reduced stock of meat and milk producers will
cause a rise food prices and in turn public discontent as well as
endanger public health. With all the blows to Afghan agriculture, it
is understandable how Afghanistan must import food stuffs while

an estimated eighty percent of its population are agriculturalists.



Most of Afghanistan's water resources comes from the snows in the
Hindu Kush Mountains, and as one environmental study in 2008 — a

decade ago,

“[t]here are also very limited, unequally distributed, and poorly

managed natural fresh water resources in Afghanistan.”

The mis-management of natural resources, e.g., water sheds,
aquifers, forests, public lands negatively affects the environment.
Afghanistan put in place a foundational environmental law in 2007,
which also created a national environmental protection agency,
“NEPA.” However, NEPA as yet has not been effective at creating
and executing work programs with the admittedly meager budgets
it has to work with. Much more aggressive public awareness
campaigns could lay the foundation for environmental projects,

which always must have the support of their intended beneficiaries.

Drought leading to over-grazing and desertification, war, over-
population, lack of public awareness of good environmental
practices, government inaction, etc. must be forcefully tackled.
(Corruption will be treated in a separate essay; although it plays a
harmful role in environmental matters.) Afghanistan's
democratically elected government has the inherent powers to do a

better job for its people.



The author has seen the deterioration of the environment of his
native Afghanistan since the Soviet invasion of 1979. The damage of
war, violent power struggles, and/or terrorism over nearly forty
years has scarred each Afghan province. For an in-depth
understanding of topics I have only briefly touched on, I would urge
that readers acquire the 2008 United Nations Environment Program

report on Afghanistan's environment.

I am very proud and honored to have spent my career trying to
advance the interests of Afghanistan, at home and abroad. I believe
yet I still pray that we Afghans of good will survive this long, hard
night in our national history. I am not one who nostalgically dreams
of some “Golden Era.” I want an Afghanistan that coalesces to create
a renewed nation for all who want peace and strive for prosperity. I
believe the longing for a better future for our children, a future that
has sufficient clean water, clean air, productive soil, and more
forests, will never be stopped. These things represent the progress
and modernization within our Islamic framework that should not be
feared, because in the end the struggle for a better life in our

homeland, cannot be thwarted.



Conclusion

Security for Afghanistan could bring the long-sought peace and
stability the overwhelming majority of Afghans want and need so
that nation-wide modernization and broad-based development
could be more successful. Since 2002 trying to attain national
security has been the dual responsibility of Afghan governments and
their foreign allies fighting terrorism. (As illustrated earlier in this
compilation, Pakistan is the notable exception of an ally whose
national policies work against Afghanistan's security.)

So far the 21* century, Afghan governments have failed to unify the
Afghan people and provide good governance that create the
essential foundation for effecting national security. Unless much
greater efforts are made by our governments, the needed level of
foreign involvement is at risk and Afghanistan will continue on its

path toward being a failed state.
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